Ed Brown’s Inaugural Address: 

Delivered to the Albany Board of Education, during its first meeting of the year, at Albany High School on Tuesday, January 2, 2003.

Fellow Members of the Board of Education of Albany, District Superintendent Lonnie Palmer, Former Board President Theresa Swidowski, Central Executive Staff, Teachers, Parents, Students, Ladies and Gentlemen, My Fellow Albanians…

In accepting his party’s nomination for President, at age 43, in 1960, John Fitzgerald Kennedy said:  

“ The new frontier, of which I speak, is not a set of promises, it is a set of challenges. And it sums up not what I intend to offer the American people, but what I intend to ask of them.”

Here in Albany, 43 years later, we stand at a crossroads of unparalleled domestic challenges comparable to the national and international challenges that faced President Kennedy when he assumed office.  And just as President Kennedy asked the country to live up to its responsibilities, we will be asking our fellow Albanians to do the same with regard to their local civic duties. We will therefore be asking the city as a whole, as well as individual neighborhoods, to look beyond the trees of their sacred communities and see the forest of educational opportunity and academic uplift, they can bring the city as a whole by welcoming the establishment of a third Middle School in their neighborhood.  We will be asking the citizens of this fine city to accept the wide array of evidence-based data that demonstrates, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that small schools and small classes equals high academic achievement. 

We will be asking the District’s executive staff and all of our teachers to stay the course and remain faithful to the educational well-being of the 10,000 children in the Albany School System while, and after, the Board goes through the tedious process of selecting and hiring a new District Superintendent. We will asking the District’s teaching staff to remain enthusiastic about their work, take the higher ground, focus on enhancing high academic standards, keep the faith and as they teach to maintain a “deep seated belief in the ability of all of our children to learn” even as we go through the rigorous process of renegotiating Union contracts.

We will be asking parents and guardians to turn off the TV, check their children’s homework, ask why when they don’t have homework and take a proactive role in the educational uplift of their children. We will be asking the District’s 10.000 students to keep their noses to the grindstone, study very hard and to strive for and achieve high academic achievement, recognizing that at this point in their lives nothing is more important than their schoolwork which is, for all intents and purposes, their job.
In his pursuit of the presidency, at the beginning of the last third of the twentieth century, New York State’s United States Senator, Robert Francis Kennedy, was fond of saying: 

“Some people see things as they are, and ask why? 

Others see things they never were, and ask why not?” 

And to this I say: Why can’t all of our elementary schools, including School 26, Giffen, Arbor Hill exceed the state mean and score 660 or higher on the standardized English Language Arts (ELA) exams as School 20, 18, and the Montessori school came very close to doing in 2002? Why can’t the Albany School District have a 100% High School graduation rate, in spite of the new and tougher Regents requirements, for both Black and White students and indeed “leave no child behind”?

Why can’t the Albany School District have a School-Based Health Center to bring primary and preventive health care services directly to our students, enhancing academic performance in the process, as does every other urban school district in New York State? Why can’t we implement the 175 million dollar Facility Plan, approved by the voters 2 to 1 in December 2001, in a timely and cost-effective manner? 

In sum, why can’t the Albany School District, here in the Capital City of the Empire State, be a benchmark for excellence and high academic achievement for the rest of the State and indeed the nation?
As we endeavor to put the systems in place to make this so, over the next year and during my term in office, I shall be ever mindful of the high ideals and goals for public service, set forth in antiquity in the Athenian Oath, which I first learned at Frederick Douglass Junior High School in Harlem and later saw ingrained on the walls of the foyer of the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University where I received my graduate education:

“ We will strive to transform this city not only, not less, but greater and more beautiful than it was transmitted to us”. 

