The Key Academic Goals Driving 2006-2007 Budget
Goal 1: All schools will meet and exceed New York State education standards.

Successful programs and practices, such as full-day pre-kindergarten and kindergarten, and elementary foreign language instruction, will continue. The 2006-07 budget also calls for new math standards at the middle school level. A new initiative is the implementation of primary grade assessments, which will measure elementary students’ growth and identify. The 2006-07 budget funds current safety programs, including recently introduced security initiatives. The “Know Your Body” health curriculum in grades K-6, as well as school nursing and breakfast programs
will continue. 

Goal 2: The "achievement gap" will be eliminated while maintaining academic challenges for students districtwide

The 2006-07 budget funds a full continuum of special education services, as well as efforts to increase integrated special education services. The district will continue to emphasize literacy through programs such as Reading Recovery and the Columbia Writing Project. Also, the district recently announced a partnership with the National Urban Alliance for Effective Education (NUA), a nonprofit organization dedicated to enhancing success for all students. District officials plan to further this initiative through state and federal special aid funds, which are not included in the general fund budget.  

Goal 3: Successful smaller learning communities, including alternative education programs, will be established at the middle and high school level 

The district will continue its efforts to develop smaller learning communities within its schools by implementing a plan for these environments at Albany High School, an initiative which does not carry a spending increase. The budget calls for Harriet Gibbons High School to be redesigned as a program with academic and social support to prepare ninth graders to later meet academic challenges at Albany High School. The district will also continue to provide alternative programs with partners such as the University at Albany, and additional support for students enrolled in middle and high school programs at the Adult Learning Center. 

Goal 4: Safe schools and student health will remain a priority
The 2006-07 budget funds current safety programs, including recently introduced security initiatives. The “Know Your Body” health curriculum in grades K-6, as well as school nursing and breakfast programs will continue. 

Goal 5: Continue to rebuild Albany schools (facility plan targets)

In the 2006-07 academic year, the district will open the new School 16 and the new School 18. Additionally, the complete renovation and historic preservation of Hackett Middle School has begun. As the Board develops it final strategy for implementing Phase II of the Facilities Plan it will be exploring innovative ways to enhance academic & community services at Livingston Middle School.  

