	

	[image: image1.jpg]timesunion.com





	   

	[image: image2.jpg]Letter to
the Editor





Academic plan targets middle school options 

 

First published: Friday, April 13, 2007 
The Albany School Board is to be commended for adopting a new 21st Century Mission Vision and Values last October. The board fell short, however, on the next step of working with the community at large to develop a proactive strategic academic plan. If this had been done, the city would be in a better position than we are today with regard to Philip Livingston Magnet Academy. 

The community has several legitimate concerns and reservations about the plan currently being proposed for Livingston. First is the concern of preserving academic progress and new enthusiasm for teaching and learning that has been taking place this year since Tracy Ford took over as principal. Our children need teachers who believe in them and who will challenge and inspire them to learn. 

Second is the question of accessibility that the Livingston community would have to the newly proposed Nano Tech High School. 

A third concern is the fact population projections do not support three middle schools, but there will be an excess beyond two small middle schools. 

Instead of the current plan, it would be more prudent to turn Livingston into a school with grades 6-12. The academic hemorrhaging that leads to the achievement gaps in high school graduation rates has its roots in our middle schools. 

The middle school population needs another alternative to the one K-8 and two themed 6-8s that are being proposed. If this is done, the Livingston community should have first choice into the middle school portion and should be automatically grandfathered into the new tech high school. The rest of the city could apply for both through lottery. 

This deals with the concerns about access and would be more palatable to the community than the current plan. It is academically sound, would expand choice, options and opportunity. It would also satisfy SED's demands for middle school restructuring. 
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