Remarks of Board President, Hon. Edward H. Brown, Jr.

Grand Opening of Eagle Point Elementary School 

Thursday, December 15, 2005

It is an honor to be able to welcome to this ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Eagle Point Elementary School. During the 4 months that I have been President of the Board of Education the Albany school district has opened 4 newly built or renovated schools. Three were opened within my first month in office.  This summer we also began construction on 4 additional schools.  This is a tremendous accomplishment that is unprecedented in the history of our city.  It would a remarkable feat for any school district in the nation.   Now I would love to able to claim full credit for this epic endeavor but the real heroes are our dynamic Superintendent, Dr. Eva Joseph, and our Facilities team under the skillful leadership of Mr. Ken Gifford.  I commend them for their vision and for completing yet another project on time and under budget.  In addition, I am very proud of my colleagues on the Board of Education, who deserve credit for staying the course and making the tough decisions that have been necessary and critical in rebuilding the entire physical infrastructure of our school district. The Board’s stewardship of the 185 million dollar bond issue, approved by the voters, that has financed this project is commendable.

The Board of Education quite appropriately named this school Eagle Point Elementary because it was built on the highest geographic location in the City of Albany.  It is also symbolic of the high expectations for academic excellence that the Board has for the teaching staff and students, here at Eagle Point and, throughout the school district.  We are committed to giving our students the tools and support, not only to close the achievement gap and raise the ceiling of academic excellence for every student but ultimately to be able to compete with the highest achieving students in the Capital District as well as the high achievers on the national scene and in the global market.  We are confident that, with the educational leadership being provided here at Eagle Point, and throughout our school district that we will, in the not too distant future, be seeing the day when the public school system of Albany becomes a “bright star” in the academic sky that serves as “a proud guide of excellence” in attracting new families to our city.  

And so, we thank you for being here with us, here at the highest point of our city, on this auspicious occasion.  Thanks again, to all whom have made this day possible.  It is indeed a high honor, for this Eagle Scout, on behalf of a grateful Board of Education, to welcome you to the newly restored, expanded and enhanced Eagle Point Elementary School. 
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City School District of Albany celebrates grand re-opening of Eagle Point Elementary School (formerly PS 27). Hundreds of students and neighborhood families joined Board of Education President Edward H. Brown, Jr., Superintendent Eva Joseph and Mayor Gerald Jennings at the ribbon cutting ceremony on December 15 at the renovated and expanded school. (Photo is from the District’s webpage: http://www.albanyschools.org/)
