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Albany School Board President Calls for Greater 
Parental Involvement To Address Crisis Of Violence

Says Parents Should Be Held Accountable for Disruptive, Violent Students,

Mulls Use of Metal Detectors

 

ALBANY - Expanding upon the theme of his “New 3Rs” first presented to the teaching staff of the Albany School System earlier this month, Albany School Board President, Edward H. Brown, Jr. directly addressed the current  “crisis of violence” in Albany Schools. Mr. Brown said that he taking his campaign for “Respect”, Responsibility” and “Results” to the community –at-large in each of the 15 wards that make up the City of Albany. 

 

“Most students attending Albany School respect themselves, their parents and their teachers and are not involved in any violent incidents, and come to school ready to learn,” said Brown. “Our parents must be more involved in ensuring that their children are not bringing weapons to school and that they are not going to be disruptive in any way to the learning process.” 

 

Brown commented that, “parents are in fact culpable for the actions of their children and we may have to begin holding them legally accountable if their child violates the safety and well-being of their fellow students and/or teaching staff in our schools. School preparedness and safety begins in the home.”

 

“Parents must respect their children’s right to a quality education in a safe learning environment by insisting and ensuring that their children are behaving properly, are not involved in gangs, are  appropriately dressed and prepared to learn before they leave for school,” added Brown. “Parents are our first line of defense in the battle for school safety. If they fail to live up to that responsibly, we should possibly consider taking legal actions against them for child neglect and endangering the welfare of a child.  It’s time for everyone to step up to the plate.” 

 

 

Mr. Brown also said he is considering supporting the installation of walk through metal detectors in our middle and high schools as some of his colleagues on the Board have called for. “Metal detectors could ensure school safety in an efficient and effective manner. Wanding all students, without cause, consumes too much class time and is unfairly intrusive on the majority of our students who come to school to learn. Metal detectors may make the wanding process more focused and less arbitrary.” 

 

Mr. Brown said that ultimately, “It is the District’s responsibility to remove persistently unruly students from the normal learning environment so the vast majority of students can have their education delivered in safety with minimum disruption. The disruptive and violent students must be put in a more restrictive and controlled learning environment where they are not a threat to other students and staff.” 

 

“Every child has a right to an education, but the appropriate setting for that process should be determined in accordance to the student’s behavior,” added Brown.  “The vast majority of children who come to school well-behaved prepared and ready to learn should enjoy more freedom than those who come to school with a different agenda.” 

 

Finally the Board President invited the public to attend a community forum on school safety that the Board of Education will be sponsoring before the next Board meeting. It will take place at Albany High School from 6pm-7pm on Tuesday. October 3, 2006. 

 

“We need to hear from the community of this critical issue,” he said. “The protection of our children is everybody’s responsibility, not just the school administration but also the parents, community and the children themselves. Community involvement will also enhance respect and ensure that we get the positive results that everyone desires.” 

 

