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Remarks at the Golden Jubilee Dinner/Dance of the Ghana Association: Albany, New York

Saturday March 3, 2007
Presenter: Hon. Edward H.  Brown, Jr. 
Immediate Past President, Board of Education, City of Albany 
Ladies and Gentlemen, My Fellow Africans:

Dr. John Henrik Clarke was fond of saying: “Marcus Garvey was ahead of his time in the 1920s and, if he were alive, he would be ahead of his time today!”   The same can be said of Osagyefo Kwame Nkrumah, the “Great Redeemer”.  Nkrumah was ahead of his time in the 1950s & 60s and if he were alive today, he would still be ahead of his time. Dr. Nkrumah stood as the greatest Garveyite. He institutionalized the use of Garvey’s “Black Star” on the flag of Ghana and in naming its nation’s first commercial fleet.  In his autobiography, Nkrumah credited Garvey’s “Philosophy and Opinions” as the literature that did “the most to fire his enthusiasm”.  And even though he invited W.E.B. Dubois to Ghana, and he had in fact died in Nkrumah’s arms in August of 1963, Nhrumah maintained a fundamental belief that Dubois had shortchanged Garvey. In fact in letters written to a friend in the spring of 1968, Dr. Nkrumah said that Dubois had done a “lot of things” which had “put a brake to the revolving machine of African Revolution”. He then when on to write “If Dr. Dubois had supported Marcus Garvey, the course of African-American history might be different now”.1  In short, Nkrumah was a strong adherent of Marcus Garvey from the beginning to the end. But we’re getting ahead of ourselves... 
At midnight, Wednesday morning, March 6, 1957, Ghana became a free and independent nation (the first, in sub-Sahara Africa, to achieve this status in the 20th century). This was an auspicious occasion with dignitaries from all over the world  present as well as leaders from all of the African liberation movements and future African heads of state from across the continent and, of course, the masses of the Ghanaian people. Vice-President Nixon was the official head of the delegation from the United States. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 28 years old and fresh from the victory of Montgomery Bus Boycott (Dec. 1956) was also in attendance. Dr. King later recalled seeing masses of people far as far as the eye could see. And, as he witnessed the British Union Jack Flag being exchanged for the beautiful new tri-color Flag of Ghana, Dr. King looked on his left to Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. from Harlem and on his right to Dr. Ralph Bunch, first African-American to win the Noble Peace Prize and said: “That old flag coming down represents an old order fading away. And that new Flag going up represents a new order of freedom and justice [for African people] coming in”.2  
It was at this point, with less than two minutes of freedom under his belt, that Osagyefo, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, first President of Ghana, made his famous Pan African quote:  “The Independence of Ghana is meaningless unless it is linked up with the total liberation of the African Continent” and thereby cementing into the very fabric of Ghana’s history, the destiny of the global struggle for freedom of his brothers and sisters throughout Africa. 

On a personal note, I remember my mother taking my brother and me to the large world map on the wall of our bedroom in Lincoln Project in Harlem and pointing to a place on the west coast of Africa that was labeled as the “Gold Coast”. She explained to us that the Gold Coast had just become a new independent nation named after an ancient African Empire called Ghana. At the time I was 9 and my younger brother, Gary, was 5.

Ghana’s Independence from England on that day in March of 1957 became the spark that lit the wick of which led to Guinea’s independence from France in October of the following year (1958).  Together these two events sparked the fuse to the political explosion of 18 African Republics in the year 1960 alone!  By the end of the decade of the 1960s another 16 African nations had gained their freedom, ending with the victory, through armed struggle, of Guinea-Bissau from Portugal in September 1969, under the able leadership of Amical Cabral. This brought the grand total to 42 independent African countries at the sunset on the 1960s.  Eight more African countries became independent in the decade of the 1970s. Three more in the first half of the 1990s ending with the victorious election of Nelson Mandela as the first Black President of a free South Africa on May 10, 1994. This brought us to our current grand total of 53 independent countries in Africa (see EHB98 graph).  But it all started with Ghana in 1957. 

Just one year after Ghana’s independence, Nkrumah set the framework for the next stage of the African struggle, the victory of which will ultimately be Ghana’s greatest legacy and gift to African people globally. At the “All African” meeting of independent Africa states and liberation movements, early in 1958, Dr. Nkrumah said: “This is the decade of African independence. Forward then to independence. Independence Now! Tomorrow, the United States of Africa.”  Nkrumah’s proclamation that day was in full historical alignment with the sentiments often expressed by Garvey in his speeches and in writings of the mid-1920s, e.g., an 11-stanza poem written by Garvey in 1927 entitled: “Hail ! United States of Africa !” Nkrumah saw the founding of the, now defunct, Organization of African Unity (OAU) as somewhat of a half measure and great disappointment. He did not seek the establishment of another organization; he sought and proposed that the machinery be put in place for the establishment of a Continental Government of Africa. 
Forty years after Nkrumah’s Pan-African proclamation, Mwalimu Julius Nyrerere, an esteemed African elder statesmen & the first President of Tanzania, in East Africa,  while visiting Ghana, in 1998, said that the OAU had been a dismal and  “total failure” in the quest of Nkrumah to forge political unity among its member states. Nyerere then pleaded for a new generation of Africans to:  “Pick up the torch and work for unity with the firm conviction that without unity there is no future for Africa”.3   In 2002 the OAU was finally dismantled and replaced with the African Union (AU) that has a political structure comparable to the United Nations. This is a movement in the right direction, but far short of the Nkrumah’s global vision of a United Continental Government.
Africa is a sleeping giant. When she awakes she will re-emerge as the next World Power. According to current population projections, by the year 2050, there will be more Africans standing in Black Africa alone than Chinese in China. Using conservative population estimates, by mid-century, there will be 1.5 Billion Black people in Africa. The total population of Africa, if we include the Arabs in the north, will be greater than 1.8 billion. It occurred to me, while visiting my nieces and sister-in-law in the town of Tamale in northern Ghana, in the summer of 2004, that it is only fitting that Africa, the birthplace of humanity and mother of the first human civilization on the Planet, should also be the birthplace of the World’s first Continental Republic. We must work to achieve of this goal no later than the sunset of the second decade of this century. We’ve been waiting for more than 50 years! And so, I end with a final quote from President Kwame Nkrumah: 
“I have often been accused of pursuing a ‘policy of the impossible’. But I cannot believe in the impossibility of achieving African union any more than I could ever have thought of the impossibility of attaining African freedom for Ghana in 1957….Africa Must Unite.  We have before us, not only an opportunity, but a historic duty”.  

Happy Golden Jubilee, Ghana !
My hearty congratulations go out to the people of Ghana, “at home and abroad”; 
Thank you Ghana, for your continental leadership, over the last half century, and for remaining steadfast as the “Great Black Star of Africa”;
Thank you Ghana, for bringing the sacred remains of Osagyefo Kwame Nkrumah,  perhaps the greatest, and certainly the most consequential Pan-Africanist of the of the 20th Century, back to their rightful place in Ghana and building a Memorial in his honor for African posterity, history and the World to see; 
Thank you Ghana, for the dynamic world leadership you have given us, for past decade,   by lending us, one of your own, Mr. Kofi Anun, the first Black Secretary-General of the United Nations;   
Thank you Ghana, for your great victory on the  6th of March, 1957;
And last, but certainly not least, thank you Ghana, for my beautiful wife, Wihelmina Wunlam KiJoti Brown who was born in a “free and independent Ghana”.  

Long live the United Africa that must be our tomorrow!

And, long live Ghana, today!! 

God Bless Africa & Ghana.
Happy 50th Birthday, Ghana !!!
Footnotes:
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POPULATION DATA & PROJECTIONS
 2007
Total population of all Africa is roughly 888 Million. 

Black Africa is roughly 733 Million.   

                       China – 1.322 Billion  

                      India -    1.097 Billion

                      Europe-     725 Million.

                      USA-         300 Million

                      Russia -     142 Million

2020

Total population in all Africa will be roughly 1.188 Billion. 

Black Africa will be roughly 992 Million.

                 China –       1.429 Billion  

                 India -          1.312 Billion

                Europe-           705 Million.

                USA-               344 Million

                Russia –          129 Million

2050

Total population in the all Africa will be roughly 1.803 Billion. 

Black Africa will be roughly 1.557 Billion.

                          China – 1.395 Billion  

                          India -   1.531 Billion

                         Europe-   632 Million.

                         USA-       409 Million

                         Russia -   101 Million
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