Board of Education President Ed Brown’s  
Final Graduation Address for Harriet Gibbons High School, 
Thursday, June 22, 2006

On behalf of the Board of Education of the City of Albany, I congratulate and commend you on your high school graduation today. It is no small accomplishment and you did it !  We are proud of you. We also commend your parents and guardians for supporting you, encouraging you and having faith in you. And your teachers are to be commended for challenging you to do your best and giving you an opportunity to achieve excellence. 

As the graduating class of 2006 from Gibbons High School you should be particularly proud of your accomplishments. There was a famous Black American leader during the late 19th and early 20th Century named Booker T. Washington who once said: 

“Measure the greatness of a man NOT by what he has become BUT by what he has overcome “.

Greatness is measured NOT by what you have become BUT by what you have overcome. 

In the middle of the 20th Century,  as he spoke of the challenges facing Black people in America, in light of a history of 244 years of enslavement and 100 years of forced racial segregation and discrimination,  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  said that: 

“Our dilemma is that he who gets behind in a race must forever remain behind or run faster than the man in front”.

There are many young people graduating from high school in the Capital District this June. But none of them have had to overcome the many obstacles that you did in order to be sitting here today. You have overcome. You have run faster. And we are gathered here today to celebrate your greatness !

As you move ahead in the years to come please remember how special you are. Remember your capacity for greatness. Continue to set high expectations for yourself. Believe in yourself. In the last quarter of the 20th Century presidential candidate Jesse Jackson Sr., could be heard saying many times: 

“If you can conceive it you can achieve it”. 

Jesse also said: 

“It’s not the aptitude but it is the attitude that determines the altitude”.

“It’s not the aptitude but it is the attitude that determines the altitude”.

 So, maintain a positive attitude and aim high. And never let anyone, including your friends and yourself, tell you that you can’t do it.  Never give up…. Never give up…. Never give up.   Follow your dreams. Make them come true. You are all winners! 

This first full day of summer, set in the middle of the first decade of the 21st Century, marks a new beginning for you and you are starting at a higher level than you were yesterday, in the spring. The future of this century is in your hands and TODAY is the first day of the rest of your life.  
I challenge to ask the Sun to “move over and give you some sky” ….because the World is the looking to hear great things from you.  

Congratulations and best wishes for every success in all of your future endeavors.

