Remarks of Board President, Edward H. Brown, Jr.

Grand Opening of Myers Middle School on August 25, 2005

Well…., it has been a long struggle. 

And a lot of people didn’t think we’d get here. 

But we knew otherwise!   And here we are!!

On behalf of an extremely grateful, Board of Education of the City of Albany, I would like to congratulate, commend and thank our Superintendent, Dr. Eva Joseph, for the leadership she has provided to the district and our Facilities Team, in getting this project done on time and under budget.  We would like to thank the entire Facilities Team, and their skillful leader of Ken Gifford, who has done a remarkable job of keeping the Board focused and on point. And working closely with Ken, we thank Shawn Hamlin, Tony Armlin, Terry Daymen, Bill McMordie and for their attention to detail and precision in implementing this project. And where would we without the civic-minded Albany citizens of PASS, APSTA and the Citywide PTA ??  They were there from the beginning and we especially thank you for the leadership you lent us in the galvanizing this city’s passage of the pivotal May 2003 vote to go forward with building this small middle school on this Kelton Court site. And yes, we thank the Kelton Court/ Whithall community for having us. We know it may have been a little rough at times but we are sensitive to and profoundly appreciative of  the adjustments and sacrifices you have made for the benefit this city’s future. And now that we are here, we promise to be good neighbors.  Last, but certainly not least, I must thank my colleagues on the Board of Education for their wisdom and persistence, in staying the course; and, most recently, for their foresight, historical depth and social consciousness in naming this new Middle School after one a Albany finest families, Steven and Harriet Myers, that dynamic Black Abolitionist couple who did this city proud, by being on the right side of history and liberty, before the advent of this country’s Great Civil War, in the century before last. 

The grand opening of the Myers Middle School today marks the beginning of the new system for the delivery of middle school education in this city. And along with Dr. Joseph we will be looking to our new superintendent for secondary education Joe Dragone to lead the way.  But make no mistake about it, the Board of Education will be expecting major changes for the better and dramatic improvements in the academic outcomes of our middle school student population, during this academic year! The current failure rate in our middle schools is simply unacceptable. 

So, as we cut this ribbon, I will be putting a stick in the sand. By presidential decree, the academic hemorrhaging stops here ! The eradication of the achievement gap in high school graduation rates begins here ! And it is here that we will commence to significantly raise the academic ceiling to a higher level excellence. The Board has high expectations but we are quite confident that our well-trained, highly skilled, dedicated, committed and enthusiastic teaching staff will meet them. 

Speaking of which, we are extremely fortune to have at the helm, here at Myers, our prize-winning principal, Kim Wilkens.  We are very proud of the job Kim has done in closing the achievement gap and raising the academic ceiling for ALL of our students at School 16 !   Now, as Captain of the Myers Middle School Flagship, with the able assistance of her deputy, Lieutenant Commander Tracy Ford, in consort with Vice Admiral Joseph Dragone and Fleet Admiral Eva Joseph, we will be looking to Kim to make us even prouder, as she sets this ship to sail onto the “great sea of academic excellence”.  And because of the brilliant leadership and collaboration that will take place in this new building, and in the rest of the schools throughout our district, we know that we will soon be seeing that wonderful day, in the not too distant future, when the public school system of Albany becomes a radiant  “beacon of light” that acts as a strong magnet, in attracting new families to our city, who will be fighting to get their children in our superb middle school system!

So, I thank you all for coming to witness this magnificent historic event. Thanks again, to all whom have made this day possible. The Board of Education is indeed  very grateful and honored to be able to welcome you to Albany’s brand….. spanking..… new…. “Steven & Harriet Myers Middle School”. 

