Remarks of Board President, Hon. Edward H. Brown, Jr.

Grand Opening of North Albany Academy 

Tuesday, September 6, 2005

We are gathered here today, to set to sail another new ship onto the sea of “academic excellence”.  This ship is part of a pristine fleet of 12 up and coming new elementary schools and 3 middle schools. The North Albany Academy is the third new school that we have opened in less than two weeks. As I said to the district’s teaching staff this morning, “we are a school district that is on the move ! “  And, we will not stop until have achieved a level of academic excellence, for all of our city’s children, that is second to none ! 
Once again, on behalf of a grateful, Board of Education, I would like to congratulate our dynamic Fleet Admiral, Superintendent, Dr. Eva Joseph, for the leadership she has provided to the district and our Facilities Team, in getting, yet another project, done “on time” and “under budget”.  And again we thank the entire Facilities Team, and their skillful leader of Ken Gifford, for their attention to detail & precision and for doing a remarkable job of keeping the Board focused and on point. We thank the North Albany community and the community of this city-at- large for the ongoing support they have given this project.  And, again, I am very proud to be associated with my progressive colleagues on the Board of Education who continue to stay steady on the course of rebuilding the entire physical infrastructure of our school district.

On August 25th we opened a new middle school. On August 31st we opened a new elementary school. And today we are opening the district’s first K-8 school. We see this as a parallel model for the delivery of education at the elementary and middle school level on a limited basis. The opening of North Albany Academy is an integral part of the District’s effort to transform the educational process in our school system to a much higher level. On the District’s webpage (http://www.albanyschools.org/Schools/school20/School20.htm) you will see that we are calling North Albany Academy the “School of Exploration and Discovery”.  And we are looking forward to seeing high academic outcomes produced by our skilled, dedicated and committed teachers and enthusiastic students as they take full advantage of the new educational opportunities that will be offered for increased achievement across all subject areas.  The Board of Education is proud and mindful….. that school 20, which has now evolved into the North Albany Academy, was recognized as one of the “most improved” schools in New York State in 2002 and 2003, based on standardized test scores in English and Math. And we are looking forward to an even greater acceleration along this trajectory of excellence under the leadership of the school’s new principal, Dale Getto, who will be serving as the Captain of this ship as it sets off to sea, bound to discover the “Wonders of the World”.      

The Board expects to see significant progress in closing the achievement gap and raising the academic ceiling in this academic year.  And, we are confident that, with the educational leadership and community collaboration skills that Dale Getto will be bringing to this new facility, working in concert with Superintendent Dr. Eva Joseph’s  duplicative efforts in all of our district’s schools, we will not be long in seeing that great day, in the not too distant future, when the public school system of Albany  becomes a “bright star in the academic sky” that  radiates of a  “beacon of light” that will guide many new families to our city, primarily to avail their children to the excellent academic benefits being offered by our city’s school system!

So I want to thank you all for coming to witness this historic event. Thanks again, to all whom have made this day possible. The Board of Education is indeed very grateful and honored to be able to welcome you to the new North Albany Academy. 

