SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTER

BOARD RESOLUTION

Tuesday, December 2, 2003

Whereas:
The Center for Disease Control (CDC), Center for Health and Health Care in Schools at George Washington University and other national sources, e.g., NASBHCs, have documented a correlation between high academic performance & improved school attendance and the provision of comprehensive school based health services;
Whereas:
Despite significant improvements and the removal of some schools from the “NCLB-Needs Improvement List” and the recent recognition by SED of four of its elementary schools as "most improved", the two middle schools still remain on the NCLB list and the high school graduation rates in 2003 lagged behind those of 2002, especially for the Black and Latino students who constitute the majority in the Albany School District;

Whereas:
According to a September 2003 analysis of the census data from the year 2000, that was done by the Casey Foundation and the Population Reference Bureau, the number of children living in “distressed neighborhoods” (primarily defined  by a poverty rate greater than  27%, an unemployment rate greater than 34% and a high school drop out rate greater than 23%)  has increased nationally over the last decade with New York State having both more children in this category than any other state  and the third highest percentage of it children living in distressed neighborhoods in the nation, a substantial amount of whom are attending Albany’s public schools; 
Whereas:
Albany’s failure rate on the 2002 English Regents of 49% for black students and 56% for Latino students as compared to 20% of white students and 14% for Asian students is totally unacceptable;  

Whereas:
Albany’s aforementioned achievement gap, on the 2002 English Regents, was the largest in New York State, significantly larger than comparable gaps in other cites, e.g. in New York City only 25% of black students and 30% of Latino students failed the 2002 English Regents compared to 20% of whites and 14% of Asians;

Whereas: The county of Albany has one of the highest rates for asthma hospitalizations for                  ages 5-14 in upstate counties and is ranked in the bottom 20% of counties in New York State and School-Based Health Centers have been shown to reduce asthma hospitalizations across the country;  

Whereas:
 It is crystal clear that creative, multi-faceted, evidenced-based, systemic       innovations must immediately be introduced into the Albany District if we are to fully address and reverse this dismal record of academic achievement by closing the gaps and raising the ceiling; 

Whereas: Providing for school-based primary and preventive health care and assuring the good health and well-being of children in Albany schools, in a safe learning environment are part of that equation;

Whereas: With 186 School-Based Health Centers, New York State has, by far,                          

 more SBHCs than any other State in the Nation and has operated a, time     
    
 tested evidenced-based, program since 1981;
Whereas: The City of Albany is the only major city in New York State that does not 

  have a School- Based Health Center:

Be it resolved that: 

The Board of Education of the City of Albany proclaims that the establishment of a School-Based Health Center(s) in Albany is a strategic goal of the school district that should be achieved with all deliberate speed:

Be it further resolved that: 

The Board of Education of the City of Albany goes on record in full support of the District Superintendent's efforts to bring this goal into reality.  
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