SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTER

BOARD RESOLUTION II
For Discussion & Action on Tuesday, June 15, 2004
Recognizing that: With 186 School-Based Health Centers, New York State has, by far, more School Based Health Centers than any other State in the Nation and was the first State to operate this time- tested and evidenced-based program in 1981;
Mindful of: The historical advocacy for a School Based Health Center by individual members of the Albany School Board & Superintendent Michael Johnson; 
Supportive of: The work done by Superintendent Johnson and others in the Albany School District including but not limiting to: educating and gaining conceptual buy-in for SBHC from the Nursing Staff of the Albany School District; arranging a field trip for Nursing Staff Leadership, interested Community Members, Board Members and a School Principal to examine the operation of the successful School Based Health Center in the School District of the City of Syracuse, New York; discussions and development of working relationships with Whitney Young CHC and the Albany County Health Department pursuant to the establishment of a SBHC in the Albany School District;  
Disturbed by: The fact that the City of Albany is the only major city in New York State that does not have a School- Based Health Center;
Aware that: The county of Albany has one of the highest rates for asthma hospitalizations for ages 5-14 in upstate counties and is ranked in the bottom 20% of counties in New York State and School-Based Health Centers have been shown to reduce asthma hospitalizations across the country;  

Wanting to: Assure the good health and well-being of the children in Albany schools, in a safe learning environment;
Informed that: The Center for Disease Control (CDC), Center for Health and Health Care in Schools at George Washington University and other national sources, e.g., National Association of School Based Health Centers, have documented a clear correlation between high academic performance & improved school attendance and the provision of comprehensive school based health services:
The Board of Education of the City of Albany herby:

Reaffirms that the establishment of a School Based Health Center is the policy of the Albany School District and directs the interim and/or any future Superintendent, or other appropriate District Officers, to take all steps necessary to bring this goal into reality. In addition, the Board affirms its full support of the Whitney Young Community Health Center in the continuity of their plan to apply for federal funds in December 2004, to establish a School Based Health Center, with the goal of opening a School Based Health Center, in the Albany School District, no later than September 2005. Furthermore, the Board of Education of the City of Albany looks forward to formalizing a partnership with that agency for this endeavor through a mutually agreed upon Memorandum of Agreement (MOA).                                             
        Adopted Unanimously (Vote 7-0)

BOARD OF EDUCATION of the City of Albany

           Tuesday, June 15, 2004
