Quick Notes For Presidential Remarks @ 5th Grade Grads at SCHOOL 18 (06/21/06) 
· On behalf of the Board of Education I have the honor congratulating the 5th Grad graduating class of SCHOOL 18 for successfully  reaching the first significant step in what is destined to be  the  greatest journey of your life; 

· I commend the proud parents for the encouragement and support the have given you thus far and urge them to continue to stay the course with you in the middle school years ahead and beyond;

· I commend your teachers for challenging you to achieve excellence and equipping with the tools to be the best that you can be and setting high expectations and academic goals and insisting that you achieve them;

· This day,  June 21, 2006, marks a very important step in the wonderful journey of life that you are about to embark on;

· I still remember my 6th grade graduation ceremony very well.  I was 12. Most of you are 11.  In fact I still have the picture of my sixth grade class proudly on display in my basement;

· We sang “I Believe for Every Drop of rain that falls  ...a flower grows. I believe that somewhere in the darkest night …a candle glows.”  (I’m not going to sing it now….you can look it up on the web. But suffice that I continue to carry the optimistic message on life, I learned from that song, with me today);

· I also played the White Rabbit in our graduation play “Alice and Wonderland” and I still remember my lines;

· I remember my 6th grade teacher Miss Baker and my 5th grade teacher Mrs. Schecter who was also my 4th grade teacher Miss Lassoff before she got married.  Many years later, after I had graduated from college I ran into Miss Baker who by then was also married but I have forgotten her married name.
· I am a relic of the 20th Century. When I was in 5th grade there were only 48 states in the Union.  The next year, while I was in 6th grade, Alaska and then Hawaii became 49th and 50th states respectively.   It was the first time that new states had joined the union since Arizona became the 48th state in 1912. ;
· At the United Nations building in New York City,  a fellow going by the name of Nikita Khruchev, leader of the now defunct Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,  could be found pounding his shoe on the table and proclaiming  to the United State “We will bury you !”;
· Thirty-two years later in December of 1991 It was the Democratic system of the United States that the victor of that great 20th Century ideological struggle.

· Four years later, we came to the year in the 20th Century, which according to my calculations is most significant to you …..1995 (the year you were born); 

· As I said I am a relic of the 20th Century.  But it is this century, the 21st Century, that belongs to you and therein lays your future….
· I want you to envision that future:
· Three years from now in year 2009 you will be graduating from Middle School;  

· Six years from now in 2013 you will be 18 and graduating for Albany High School. You will also be old enough to vote and I am encouraging to register because there will be school board elections that year and three years later in 2016, when you are 21 year junior in college, there is a presidential election.  So you need to start paying attention to current events today so that you are an informed voter tomorrow;

· In just 11 years from today in the year 2017 you will be graduating from college;

· In the year 2020, you will be 25 years old and some of you will already be lawyers, medical doctors, PhDs and teachers.  You will also be constitutionally old enough to be elected to Congress;  

· In 2032, at age 37, will be the first year that you are old enough to run for President of the United States and that is a presidential election year for those of you who may have plans in that direction (that’s just 26 years from now or a quarter of a century from today);
· No one has ever been elected president that young so you may want to wait  until 2036 (30 years from now)  when you are 41 which is  still one year younger  than the age the youngest man to become President, Teddy Roosevelt, who also serve as Governor of this state, and was president this time last century;
· In 2055 you will be my age. 

· That’s hard to believe….I remembers 1955 when I was in 3rd grade almost like it was yesterday. By the way my 3rd grade teacher’s name was Mrs. Dusky (we called her Mama Duskey);

· So let me warn that time will move fast in this great journey of life that you have embarked on.  Therefore, you must use time you have wisely. It is a sacred resource each of us gets the same amount  (24/7) but your destiny will be determined by how you use your 24/7 today and in the years to come;

· My Aunt Pauline told me when I was 12 that “Anything that enter s the human mind is possible” and I believe that;

· Jesse Jackson who was the first serious Black a presidential candidate in 1984 and again in 1988 was fond of saying:  “If you can conceive it, you can achieve it!” I believe that is also true.
· There an old Chinese saying that :“A journey of a 100 miles must begin with a single step”
· CONGRATULATIONS on completing that first step;
· Continue to stand tall and study hard. At this point of your life, school is your most important endeavor…learning is forever.   And to quote Kwame Nkrumah who, in 1957, became President of the first African country to gain its independence in the 20th Century:   “Forward ever, Backward never!”
· Bon Voyage on your journey and Good Luck!
