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For Albany school board

Ed Brown and Sue Kushner are the strongest
advocates of better public education across the city

s a different sort of school
board election in" Albany this
year. Mayor Jerry Jennings
isn’t such ‘'a dominant issue.
Nor is the tenure and fate of Lonnie
Palmer, who now plans to step down as
school superintendent.

The major issue this time, says can-
didate Ed Brown, is academic achieve-
ment. It’s a refreshing agenda. He’s
determined to further raise the high
school graduation rate, especially for
minority students. Only a few years
ago, just 20 percent of black male
students in the Albany school district

completed high school. Even now, it’s -

just 36 percent. It's not that much
better for other students — 65 percent
for black females, 77 percent for white
females and 81 percent for white
males.

Mr. Brown stands out as a vigorous
advocate of prekindergarten programs,
smaller classes and intensive one-on-
one instruction when necessary. He’s
especially concerned about improving
reading skills. He speaks passionately
about his strong belief in the ability of
all kids to learn. His professional expe-
rience, most recently as a patient satety
investigator with the state Health De-
partment, and his strong record of
involvement in the city’s minority
community make him an especially
qualified candidate.

Our other choice is Sue Kushner, a
‘ormer lawyer in the city’s Corpora-
ion Counsel office and, to this day, an

activist parent committed to a better
school system. She makes the crucial
point that Albany must refute the per-
ception of so many families that they
must leave the city if their children are
to reccive a quality public education.
Her platform also stresses the impor-

tance of smaller classes, as well as .

identifying children with special needs |

at an early age.
Both Mr. Brown and Ms. Kushner

are looking for all the appropriate !

qualities in a new superintendent. That

means a top-notch administrator with
a solid record of academic achievement |
able to function easily in what’s stll a ,

very political environment.

The other candidates are Morris |
Cohen, a psychologist at the Center !

for the Disabled, and Tyler Trice, an
employee of the city’s housing authori-
ty. Mr. Cohen is experienced enough,
as a six-year member of the school
systein’s budget advisory committee.
[is plans for improving education are
rather vague, though.

Mr. Trice is no doubt committed to
the schools and the kids they serve. But
he’s unable to make a particularly

articulate case for why he’s qualified |

for a seat on the school board.

With the notable exception of may-
or, and perhaps Common Council
president, no elected position in Alba-
ny is more important than school
board. The Albany Board of Education
would do well to have Ed Brown and
Sue Kushner among its members.





